
 

 

Cairde Ceoil OirghiallaCairde Ceoil OirghiallaCairde Ceoil Oirghialla   
We welcome your support in enhancing the performance opportunities for our 

students. This could be as a patron of our ensembles, offering student internships, 
scholarships and prizes, sponsoring productions or purchase of instruments, or by 

contributing to the development of facilities. Every grant, donation, or contribution 
makes a real difference. If you would like to find out more about Ceol Oirghialla 

please get in touch:  

music@dkit.ie  

Tel: 042-9370280 

https://www.dkit.ie/creative-arts-media-music 

 

   

Dátaí do do Dhialann Dátaí do do Dhialann Dátaí do do Dhialann    
Hear Our Voices concert with RehabCare Dundalk, 6 December 2017, 

MacAnna Theatre at 7pm 

In Dulce Jubilo: In Sweet Rejoicing, DkIT Choir and Chamber Choir 

Christmas Concert, 14 December 2017, St Nicholas’ (Green) Church, 

Dundalk at 7.30pm 

 

BuíochasBuíochasBuíochas   
Josephine Keegan, Brian O’Kane, Derek Farrell, Alphie Mulligan, Alice 

Hoey, Karen Cumiskey, Orla Kelleher, Dara Larkin, Henry McLoughlin 

and the Caretaking Staff, Fiona Rooney and the Housekeeping Staff 

 

Eolas 
Keep up-to-date with all of our activities by liking our  

Facebook pages - https://www.facebook.com/MusicDkIT and  

https://www.facebook.com/creativemedia.dundalk 

     and following us on Twitter - @MusicDkIT and @CMDkIT 
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Bearna Uladh Bearna Uladh Bearna Uladh    

The Gap of the NorthThe Gap of the NorthThe Gap of the North   

le Ensemble Cheoil Traidisiúnta ITDDle Ensemble Cheoil Traidisiúnta ITDDle Ensemble Cheoil Traidisiúnta ITDD   

curtha i láthair ag Roinn na nEalaíon 

Cruthaitheach, Meán agus Ceoil 

         29ú Samhain 201729ú Samhain 201729ú Samhain 2017   
   

 

Amharclann Mhic AnnaAmharclann Mhic AnnaAmharclann Mhic Anna   

Institiúid Teicneolaíochta Institiúid Teicneolaíochta Institiúid Teicneolaíochta 

Dhún DealganDhún DealganDhún Dealgan 



 

 

On behalf of the Department of Creative Arts, Media and Music may I extend a warm 

welcome to you all to tonight’s concert The Gap of the North.   

The Moyry Pass in Co. Armagh is a significant geographical feature in Ireland and 

the valley is known as the ‘Gap of the North’. The pass has also great historical 

significance and the ‘Gap of the North’ was the sole entry point into Ulster as it was 

the widest passage for an army to pass through. The Battle of Moyry pass was fought 

in 1600 and Lord Mountjoy built Moyry Castle in 1601 to protect the ancient route. In 

the area surrounding the gap we find many areas of great historical and cultural 

importance including the Kilnasaggart Inscribed Stone, the Clontygora Court Cairn, 

Slieve Gullion, the Hill of Faughart and much more. Artists, poets, composers and 

musicians have long found inspiration in the rich cultural heritage of this area, and 

indeed the greater Oriel region in which we are situated. The many who travelled 

these paths have shared their artistic heritage. At DkIT we are the culture bearers of 

the region and we pride ourselves in preserving, promoting and sharing this heritage. 

Tonight’s concert is one such example and is a celebration of just some of the 

richness of music and song from our environs.  

Performing tonight are members of the DkIT Traditional Music Ensemble under the 

direction of Dr Daithí Kearney. The membership of the ensemble is drawn mostly 

from the BA (Hons) Applied Music, one of the many creative and innovative 

programmes which we offer to students in the Department of Creative Arts, Media 

and Music where we aim to be a proactive centre of teaching and learning, research 

and performance. The study of traditional music is fundamental to our academic 

mission, and in addition to our undergraduate teaching in this area we have a number 

of students completing MA and PhD projects on a range of topics in this area 

including one project relating to the potential of cultural tourism in the Oriel region. 

The DkIT Traditional Ensemble is a key performing group in the Department and 

have been instrumental in raising the profile of the Institute on an international stage 

with recent performances in Norway, Scotland, Brazil and North America. The 

Department continues to develop our international network and a group of our music 

students will visit Western Norway University of Applied Sciences in February 2018 

for an intensive programme as part of our Erasmus Plus Strategic Partnership in the 

area of STEAM education where they will work with teachers and students from 

Norway, Belgium and Portugal.  

Gabhaim buíochas le gach duine atá ag glacadh páirte sa cheolchoirm anocht agus le 

gach duine a chabhraigh lena n-eagraíocht. Ta súil agam go mbainfidh sibh sult as an 

gceol.  

Dr Adèle Commins  

Head of Department of Creative Arts, Media and Music 

Ceannasaí Roinn na nEalaíon Cruthaitheach, Meán agus Ceoil 

FáiltiúFáiltiúFáiltiú   
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Department of Creative Arts, Media and MusicDepartment of Creative Arts, Media and MusicDepartment of Creative Arts, Media and Music   

Dundalk Institute of TechnologyDundalk Institute of TechnologyDundalk Institute of Technology   

Cláracha Acadúla i gCeoil agus Meán Cruthaitheach 
Academic Programmes in Music and Creative Media 

 

BA (Hons) in Applied Music  

BA (Hons) in Communications in Creative Media  

BA (Hons) in Film and Television Production  

BA (Hons) in Production of Music and Audio  

BA in Media Arts and Technologies  

BA in Theatre and Film Practice  

MA/PgDip in Traditional Music Studies 

MA/MSc/PgDip in Music Technology 

Diploma in Composing for Games 

MA/MSc by Research 

PhD by Research 

 

see https://www.dkit.ie/creative-arts-media-music 



 

 

Bringing together undergraduate and postgraduate students, the 

DkIT Ceol Oirghialla Traditional Music Ensemble under the direction 

of Dr Daithí Kearney draws inspiration from a variety of Irish 

traditional music groups, exploring possibilities of arrangement and 

inspiration with respect for both tradition and possibility. The 

Traditional Ensemble brings Irish traditional music to the heart of 

college life and each semester develops a concert on a chosen theme, 

celebrating local musical figures and traditions and creating links with 

a global network. 

The ensemble provides students at DkIT with 

the opportunity to demonstrate and share 

their learning. Special guests in recent years 

have included visiting groups from Molloy 

College, New York and Baker University, 

Kansas; the Walsh School of Music from 

Monaghan and Scoil Rince Móna Ní Rodaigh 

from Dundalk. 

We have also been delighted to bring our 

performances to the community, producing 

concerts at the Patrick Kavanagh Centre and 

for various academic conferences involving 

DkIT.  

The group has developed a strong international 

profile and brought the music of Oriel to 

audiences in North and South America (2014), 

Scotland (2016) and Norway (2017). DkIT was 

the first Irish performing group to participate in 

the International Society for Music Education 

Conference when it was held in Brazil in 2014, 

appearing again in Glasgow in 2016. 

We are very proud to explore and present the 

wonderfully rich musical heritage of the 

Oriel region and we hope you enjoy our 

performances. 

DkIT Ceol Oirghialla Trditional Music Ensemble 

Exploring Oriel’s Musical Heritage 
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 Clár   

The Men from Ulster / The Gates of  

Mullagh 

Reels (Trad./ Josephine  

Keegan) 

Farewell to Carlingford / Cavers Of  

Kirkcudbright 

Song (Tommy Makem) / Jig (Mike 

Vass) 

Crooked Still / Marga’s Reel, 7/8 (Brian Finnegan) 

Lough Erne’s Shore / Night Ride to Armagh Song (Trad. / Brian Finnegan) 

Splendid Isolation / The Floating  

Crowbar / Sweeney’s Buttermilk 

Reels (Brendan McGlinchey) 

An Bonnán Buí Air (Cathal Buí Mac Giolla Ghunna) 

Around and About / The Thingemy Jig Jigs (Josephine Keegan) 

The Hills of South  Armagh Song (Briege Murphy) 

The Belfast Hornpipe Hornpipe (Trad.) 

The Mountains of Pomeroy Song (George Sigerson) 

SOS  

The Banks of the Bann Song (Trad.) 

The Banshee / The New Yorker Reel / Jig (James McMahon / Trad.) 

An Phis Fhliuich Slip Jig (Trad.) 

Dúlamán Song (Trad. Arr. McGlynn) 

There Were Roses Song (Tommy Sands) 

The Shores of Lough Major March (Brian O’Kane) 

Johnny O’Leary’s / Minute 5 Slide / Reel (Trad. / Brian  

Finnegan) 

The Fuschia Hornpipe (Josephine Keegan) 

Casadh an tSugán Amhrán (Trad.) 

Smiling Bride / Handsome Young  

Maidens 

Jigs (Charlie Lennon) 

The Blackberry Bush Reel (Josephine Keegan) 

Swans in a Cage Jig (Ed Reavy) 

Trip to Dingle / John Brosnan’s Polkas (Trad.) 



 

 

Nótaí ar an gCeolNótaí ar an gCeolNótaí ar an gCeol   

Our programme cover for this concert features Moyry Castle, a 17th-century 

campaign fort overlooking the ‘Gap of the North’, the main direct north-south 

route in eastern Ireland dating back to the time of legends. Our concert features 

music celebrating the traditions along this route, taking in music and song from 

counties Louth, Armagh, Down, Monaghan and Cavan. As we travel through 

the region, we also travel through time, merging the old and new in Irish 

traditional music and song. 

Our opening set includes a tune from the O’Neill collection, Music of Ireland: 

1850 Melodies (1903) associated with fiddle player James O’Neill (1862-

1949), originally from Kilpike near Banbridge, Co. Down. It is followed by a 

composition of South Armagh fiddle player Josephine Keegan (b.1935), 

written during her time in Cavan. Other tunes composed by Keegan also 

feature in the concert and we celebrated her music in our 2012 concert when 

she became an honorary member of the ensemble. 

In Tommy Makem’s (1932-2007) popular ‘Farewell to Carlingford’, the poet is 

drawn by the call of the sea and leaves his Mary in Greenore. Makem, from 

Keady, Co. Armagh, was the son of singer Sarah and fiddle player Peter, was 

reknowned for writing songs with a traditional sensibility such as ‘Four Green 

Fields’ and ‘The Town of Ballybay’. It is followed by a jig composed by 

Scottish fiddler Mike Vass and recorded by local band Oirialla. 

Armagh tin whistle player Brian Finnegan (b.1969) is the composer of a 

number of tunes in this concert. Brian learned his music with the Armagh 

Piper’s Club and is a member of the popular band Flook. His composition 

‘Minute 5’, towards the end of the concert, was sampled in Ed Sheeran’s chart 

topping single ‘Galway Girl’. While ‘Lough Erne’s Shore’ takes us to Co. 

Fermanagh, another Armagh composer, fiddle player Brendan McGlinchey 

(b.1940), brings us back for a set of reels. These are followed by the beautiful 

air ‘An Bonnán Buí’ (The yellow bittern) to which words by Oriel poet Cathal 

Buí Mac Giolla Ghunna (1680-1756) can be sung.  Armagh singer-songwriter 

Briege Murphy composed the nostalgic emigrant song ‘The Hills of South 

Armagh’, contrasting the beauty of South Armagh with the emigrant 

experience.  

 5 

 

‘The Belfast Hornpipe’ is another tune associated with Chicago Police Sergeant James 

O’Neill, a fiddler originally from Co. Down. It is followed by a ballad from the pen of 

Dr George Sigerson (1836-1925)  from Strabane, Co. Tyrone, about a lady who 

sacrifices all for the love of an outlaw. 

‘The Banks of the Bann’ is typical of mid-nineteenth-century broadsides that sing of 

love for a beautiful brown-haired girl. The Banshee’ was composed by flute player 

James McMahon (1893-1977), originally from Rosslea, Co. Fermanagh who moved 

near Muckamore, Co. Antrim, and later lived in Belfast. ‘An Phis Fhliuich’ is more 

normally associated with Limerick but we have taken inspiration from an arrangement 

of the song ‘Dúlamán’ by Michael McGlynn (b.1964). ‘Dúlamán’ is a light hearted 

song about seaweed and those who sell it in Newry market.  

‘There Were Roses’ by Tommy Sands (b.1945) from Rostrevor, Co. Down is based on 

biographical reminiscences. Sands reflects on the challenges of life in Northern Ireland 

for young people during the Troubles. Moving westwards, accounts from musicians 

highlight the impact of the border on musical activities in places such as Kiltyclogher, 

homeplace of fiddler Charlie Lennon (b.1942). Brian O’Kane, a member of the 

celebrated Dundalk-based Siamsa Céilí Band, composed ‘The Shores of Lough Major’ 

for his homeplace of Ballybay in Co. Monaghan. Both Brian and Josephine Keegan 

have featured as guests with the ensemble in recent concerts and we appreciate their 

contributions to the musical life of the region. Cavan composer Ed Reavy (1898-1988) 

spent most of his life in Philadelphia but many of his compositions make reference to 

his native place. For this arrangement, we have sought to explore the melodic ideas in 

Reavy’s jig, ‘The Swans Among the Rushes’. 

Ceol Oirghialla Traditional Ensemble 
Directed by Dr Daithí Kearney 

Tin Whistle:   Ciara Brannigan, Míceál Mullen 
Fiddle:   Set Jin Lin, Jane Meehan, Caoimhe McKivergern, Marie Mooney 
Uilleann Pipes: Peter Coyle 
Piano:    Calvin McManus 
Piano Accordion:  Adèle Commins, Daithí Kearney, Shane McKenna 
Banjo:  Conor Bogue, Shane McKenna, Kevin McGinley, Míceál Mullen 
Guitar:  Stephen Kelly, Thomas Strain, Conor Walsh 
Bass:    Brian McHale, Thomas Strain 
Drums:  Thomas Strain, Conor Walsh 
Bodhrán:   Stephen Kelly, Michelle McCluskey 
Guest students:  David Boyle, Mark Calvey, Sannon Carroll, Jane Casey, Nicola 

Chatten, Aoibh Collier, Jonathon Collins, Róisín Curran-Caines, Shane 
Dunne, Hannah  Farrell, Lee Harding, Thomas Hughes, Niamh 
Jackson, Megan Kierans, Aoife Kilcullen, Seán McCluskey, Finn 
McDonenell, Daniel O’Donnell, Jenny Satelle, Seán Thornton, Mike 
Waters. 


